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Of these (i) and (if) are a preludfe to a decisive action at
sea. The destruction of the British China Squadron is an
example of (i). The use of the convenient geographical
configuration of the islands that mask Singapore to establish
a line of defence and to await the enemy's onset is an example
of (it). A lightning descent on Hongkong and Singapore,
blocking the Suez Canal, threatening the enemy's com-
munications in the Indian Ocean are examples of (itt)
and (iv).
The above are the operations on which our success
principally depends; if they fail we cannot expect to win.
Destruction of the China Squadron.
As has already been remarked, the duties of the China
Squadron are at the same time dangerous and enviable.
Its destruction before it can be reinforced from Europe is
of the first importance to us, and would have a far-reaching
effect on the subsequent course of the war. This can readily
be understood from a glance at the relative strengths of Japan
and England in the io,ooo-ton cruisers of which it is com-
posed. With their 8-inch guns they are the flpwer of modern
ship construction. Britain has thirteen of them and two of
the slightly less powerful York class (8300 tons) in addition.
Five are on the China station ; two—Australia and Canberra—
belong to the Australian Navy and are not likely to be
released from those waters for service elsewhere. If, then,
we can destroy the China Squadron, the number of cruisers
of this type that could accompany the Battle Fleet would
be reduced to eight, about one half of the original total.
On the other hand, Japan has eight io,ooo-ton and
four yioo-ton cruisers all with 8-inch guns.
In an engagement with the China Squadron we should
lose something, but judging by previous experience of
cruiser actions, not so much as it would, for we should be
in superior force. Even if we lost four to England's five, we
should improve our position, as we should be left with
eight against eight, instead of thirteen against ten [sic].
With only eight large cruisers, some of which might have
to be detached, the British Fleet would be at a strategical
and tactical disadvantage in a fight in the dangerous China
Sea. All this would make things easier for Japan, but the
difficulty would be to bring the five British cruisers to action.

